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[ŜƴƎǘƘΥ лΦр ƳƛƭŜ ƭƻƻǇΣ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǇǳǊ 
9ƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ ул ŦŜŜǘ 

!ƭŘŜǊōǊƻƻƪ aŜŀŘƻǿ Υ !  ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ƘŀƴŘƛπ

ŎŀǇǇŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ƭƻƻǇ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ ŀ ōŜŀǾŜǊ ǇƻƴŘ 

ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ wǘŜ соΣ мΦр ƳƛƭŜǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛƭπ

ƭŀƎŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ 

ƭƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ Φр ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ рл ŦŜŜǘ 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ Iƛƭƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ - ! ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŦƻǊ 

ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ 

{ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ Iƛƭƭ wŘΦ  

ƭƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ оΦн ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ нул ŦŜŜǘ 

Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ōƭǳŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

.ŀƭŘ Iƛƭƭǎ [ƻƻǇ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ - ! ƭƻƻǇ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƭΣ ǘǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳǎƘ 

aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴκ ¢ƻǿƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ DǳƭŦ wŘΦ {ǘŀǊǘ 

b ƻƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ b9¢ ōƭŀȊŜǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ōƭǳŜ ōƭŀȊŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƧƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛŜ 

ōƭŀȊŜŘ b9¢ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ 

[ƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ мΦс  ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ осл ŦŜŜǘ 

ōƭǳŜΦ ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

.ǊǳǎƘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ - ! ǘƻǿƴ-ƻǿƴŜŘ пс-ŀŎǊŜ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΤ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǎǘŜŜǇΦ 

ƻǳǘ ϧ ōŀŎƪΥ лΦу ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ ннл ŦŜŜǘ 

ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

/ƻƭƭŜǊ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎς ! ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ 

ŦƻǊ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ 

{ǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ /ƻƭƭŜǊ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ wŘΦ 

hƴŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƘŜǊŜς ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ-

ƘŜŀŘ ƪƛƻǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ 

ƻǳǘ ϧ ōŀŎƪΥ оΦм ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ ннл ŦŜŜǘ 

Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ōƭǳŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

Iƻōƻ Cŀƭƭǎ ¢ǊŀƛƭΥ  ! ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎǉǳŜ ŦŀƭƭǎΦ CǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ ƻƴ hƭŘ ²ŜƴŘŜƭƭ wŘΦΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

ǊƻŀŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŦƻǊ лΦп ƳƛƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǊƻŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻōƻ Cŀƭƭǎ ǎƛƎƴ 

ƻǳǘ ϧ ōŀŎƪΥ мΦм ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ нпл ŦŜŜǘ 

bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǎƛƎƴǎ 

¢ƻǿƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ - ! ǘƻǿƴ-ƻǿƴŜŘ мрл-ŀŎǊŜ 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻƻǇ 

ǘǊŀƛƭΦ ¢ǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳǎƘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƪƛƻǎƪ 

ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  

[ƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ нΦн ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ нрл ŦŜŜǘ 

Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

aƛƭƭ .Ǌƻƻƪ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ - !ƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƛǊŎǳƳŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƻƴ 

ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ 

tŀǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΤ ǘǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ  

ƭƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ мΦр ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ мул ŦŜŜǘ 

ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ - ! ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ǘǊŀƛƭΣ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

aǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

{ŀǘŀƴϥǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ - ! ƭŀǊƎŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜπ

ƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ǊƻŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ 

ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΦ  

ƻǳǘ ϧ ōŀŎƪΥ оΦл ƳƛƭŜǎ 

ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ рул ŦŜŜǘ 

About King Philipõs Hill 

This 10.5 acre parcel was acquired by the 

town of Northfield in 1974. The deed 

specifies that it be controlled by the 

Conservation Commission, ñfor the 

promotion and development of the natural  

resources and for the protection of the 

watershed resources... to be held solely for 

conservation and historic preservation 

purposes.ò 
 

The Hike 
From the kiosk walk along the road toward 

the river; a marker shows where the trail 

turns left, and immediately you choose the 

loop walk or the riverbank walk. Going 

counterclockwise, the loop walk stays level 

for a short distance, then works its way up to 

the top of a gully; from there traverse around 

the edge of the gullies back to the beginning. 

The very end of the loop follows a steep 

esker (a narrow, sandy bluff left as a 

remnant from glacial outwash)  down to the 

road. The riverbank walk immediately 

progresses gently upward to the top of the 

riverbank and proceeds to the left (north) for 

a short distance. 

Directions to Trailhead  

Take Route 10 south across the Connecticut 

River, then the first right onto Old 

Bernardston Access Rd, and right again onto 

Old Bernardston Rd. The parking area is 

immediately on the left. The trailhead is 

about 110 yards further. 

http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Bald-Hills/bald_hills_loop.html
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Brush-Mtn/brush_mtn_trail.html
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Brush-Mtn/brush_mtn_trail.html
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Brush-Mtn/brush_mtn_trail.html
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Mill-Brook/mill_brook_trail.html
http://newenglandtrail.org/get-on-the-trail/map
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Satans-Kingdom/satans_kingdom.html


 
History 

Before European settlement in 1673, 
this land and the area to the south were 
part of Native American settlements for 
millennia. Temple & Sheldon report 
evidence of large clay lined granaries, 
óworkshopsô with stone chips ñby the 
bushel,ò signs of lodges, and burying 
places near Bennettôs Meadow; a fort on 
King Philipôs Hill was likely ñpart of a 
regular system of defenses.ò  

During King Philipôs War, King Philip 
(born Metacom, son and successor of 
Massasoit, sachem of the Wampanoag) 
was in this area. For a few weeks from 
mid- February through March 8, 1676, 
he encamped upon the fortified bluff 
that now bears his name. King Philipôs 
presence in this area was also recorded 
in the famous captivity account of Mary 
Rowlandson. Following his time on this 
plateau, King Philip traveled a few 
miles up river to Cowas (now Mill 
Brook) to meet with the Narragansetts.  

There are a series of trenches in 
evidence on the plateau which may have 
been dug during this time for defense. 

More about this trail and others is available online at 

www.northfieldmass.org/trails. Website and brochure are 

courtesy of the Northfield Open Space Committee, with 

guidance from the Northfield Historical Commission.  

Printed with funding allocated for the 350th Anniversary 

Commemoration.   

Additional historical information in: 

ñɸ History of the Town of Northfield, Massachusetts, for 150 

years, with an Account of the Prior Occupation of the 

Territory by the Squakheags: and with family Genealogiesò 

by J. H. Temple and George Sheldon. 1875.  

 
Use of Public Land 

Everyone is welcome to walk this land and 

appreciate its rich historical significance, 

but please follow ñLeave No Traceò 

principles. Metal detectors are not 

allowed. All stone structures in the town of 

Northfield are protected as cultural 

resources and should not be disturbed. 


